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St. Cecilia Church ~ Iglesia Santa Cecilia 
 

5105 SW Franklin Ave.      Beaverton, Or 97005     Phone:(503) 644-2619   Fax: (503) 626-7204 
                                        Web Site: www.stceciliachurch.org                          December 25, 2016  

MASS SCHEDULE   
 

SATURDAY:  5:00pm (Vigil) ~ 7:00pm (Vigil – Spanish) 
 

SUNDAY:   7:30am ~ 9:00am ~ 10:45am ~ 12:30pm ~ 2:30pm (Spanish)   
 

WEEKDAYS :  Monday through Saturday 8:00am   
 

CONFESSIONS/CONFESIONES:  Saturday/Sabado 8:40am - 10:00am ~ 3:30pm - 4:40pm  
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WE WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY A 
HAPPY AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS!  

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT! 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, December 24
th

 – Christmas Vigil 
4:00pm   †Alfred Dinges—Leona Dinges 
6:00pm   †Nora Gusman—George Gusman 
8:00pm   Int. Ascencio Family 
 

Sunday, December 25
th

 - Christmas 
12:00am  †Stirling Family—Barbara Stirling 
7:15am    †Terry Kiefer—Mary Kiefer 
9:00am    †Kathleen & Mychal Rinella--Family 
11:00am  People of St. Cecilia 
 1:00pm   Int. Deacon Bill Richardson 
 

Monday, December 26th 
8:00am    †Maria H. Pham—Nguyen Family 
 

Tuesday, December 27th 
8:00am   †Alfred Dinges—Leona Dinges 
 

Wednesday, December 28th 
8:00am   †Ryan Reynolds—St. Jude Guild 
 

Thursday, December 29th 
8:00am   †Agnes Valoo--Family 
 

Friday, December 30th 
8:00am   †Doris Gusman—George Gusman 
 

Saturday, December 31st 
8:00am    †Ryan Reynolds—Ken & Barbara  

VOCATIONS COMMITTEE 
Contact:  Tom Eyer, (503) 804-0398 

We ask each parishioner to pray the following  

Petition to God: 
 

“That as Joseph and Mary welcomed the gift of the Child 

Jesus, all mothers and fathers will prayerfully foster each 

of their children’s vocations in Christ and especially  

welcome His call for priests, brothers and sisters, ”  
 

We pray to the Lord. 

 

“He gave power to become children of God.”   

If you think you may be called to share the Father’s 

love as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life,  

visit the Archdiocese of Portland website 

(www.archdpdxvocations.org) and call  

Fr. Jeff Eirvin, Director of Vocations for the  

Archdiocese of Portland.  

December 25, 2016 
The Nativity of the Lord 

 
First Reading    

Psalm 
Second Reading 

Gospel 
 

  
  Isaiah 62:11-12 
  Psalm 97:1, 6, 11-12 
  Titus 3:4-7 
  Luke 2:15-20 

HAPPY  DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES! 

Frank & Nicole Duffy, December 5, 7 years 

Paul & Tami Carter, December 9, 27 years 

Mike & Peggy Flanigan, December 21, 31 years 

Dennis & Carole Nye, December 23, 55 years 

Don & Laverne Dalebroux, December 27, 61 years 

John & Ann Vhay, December 31, 56 years 

FACILITIES 
Your contributions supported the investments to provide video 

streaming of Masses for those who cannot attend, the 

installation of the information counter in the vestibule and  

enhancement of the security systems for campus buildings. 

Thank you!!! 

 
A woman and her son came into the Parish Office recently 

and handed us an envelope containing some cash.  The woman  

explained that she had just been in line at a restaurant and  

the person in front of her had paid her bill with the request  

that she in turn “pay it forward.”  The women asked that we  

use the money to help people in need. We let her know that 

we would donate the money to St. Vincent de Paul and  

explained how they pay it forward each day!  

 

Thank you Pegg Paxson & Springer Funeral Chapel for the 

beautiful “The SAINTS Among Us 2017 Calendars!” 
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PASTOR’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

 

 Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! Christ is born, Alleluia! 

 

 As the days get shorter and darkness gets longer during this time of the year, a new dawn breaks open 

with the arrival of the Sun of Justice, Jesus Christ, who will transform darkness into luminous light. The 

birth of Christ is the rebirth of creation, a new flowering and blossoming, an advanced “spring time”, 

which will find its completion at Easter.  

 

 The thought that God could assume our human form and allow himself to experience the 

“inconveniences” of what humanity brings proves God’s unconditional love for us. The incarnation of Jesus, that is God assuming 

human flesh, is the greatest solidarity of God with us. He did not just settle with “middle persons” like the prophets and the patri-

archs in revealing himself, but came to us in the flesh. What else can we ask from him? What more proof can we ask from him to 

show to us who he truly is? In this earth-shaking love of God, our most appropriate response is love as well – a love that moves us to 

profounder faith, to greater charity and deeper hope.  

 

 In this special bulletin issue, known as the “Good News Bulletin,” you will see some important highlights from the various core  

ministries of our parish during the first six months of the fiscal year (July—December).  What you will see and read in this special 

issue is just an overview on how God’s love is lived, nurtured, proclaimed and shared in our faith community. Our parish community 

has been around for more than a century; it has evolved as it continues to seek and discern God’s will. But in all of these changes and 

transformation, in all its high and low moments, God’s providential love and care never wane. God’s love is the only constant thing.  

 

 As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, may our hearts be filled with the joy that only God’s love can bring. May it offer us a  

renewed commitment to the Gospel, propel us to greater perseverance in our discipleship and a closer solidarity with those who are 

suffering in whatever form. Let us especially keep close in our hearts during this season those who are persecuted in the faith, those 

who are homebound and left alone, those who are battling sickness, those who are grieving because of a recent loss of a loved one, 

and those who are despairing and can not find meaning in life. It is especially because of them that Christ has been born. May we all 

find renewed hope in the vulnerability of God in the simplicity and humility of the manger. A joyous Christmas to you and your 

loved ones! – Fr. Cary  

 
You have seen their 
smiling faces at the 
church door and at 

parish events  
welcoming you to worship with us or to have some fun;  

a few cover the reception desk in the  
parish office.  

Thank you Welcome Ministers! 
 

Barbara Balmforth, Annie Bergen, Bob & Patti Burke,  
Karen Becker, Barbara Davies, Jean Kay, Jean Conway,  

Patricia King Hanson, Darlene Moore, Colleen Seed, 
Mary Ann Vincent, Matthew Wood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to extend a special thank you to the wonderful 

volunteers who help out in the Parish Office Monday through 

Thursday mornings.  Thank you for sharing your time and talents 

with our St. Cecilia community.  We are blessed to have you  

as part of our team! 
 

    Annie Bergan,   Colleen Seed,     Darlene Moore, 
    Patricia King-Hanson,     Barbara Balmforth, 

    Patti Burke,     Marilyn Bernert 

Members of the Saint Therese Guild distributing 

poinsettias on Sunday, December 4.   
For many years, the Guild has raised money from the sale 

of poinsettias to purchase flowers for the altar. 
  

Left to right: 
Rose Stormer, Mary Lindberg, Virginia Azevedo,  

Patricia Kin-Hanson, Jan O'Toole.   
Missing from the photo is Georgie Truszkowski. 



4 

Communion Visitors 
With the Holy Spirit as the Guiding Light, every week, 

year in, year out, St. Cecilia has a devoted team of  
parishioners who visit our Homebound/Sick with Holy 

Communion. They are the face of our church community. 
They bring friendship, caring, and hope. Sixty people visit 

163 in care facilities, retirement homes, foster care 
homes, and private residences .Our Church recognizes 

this ministry as one of its oldest and most  important. 

Dolores Williams 

Tony & Loraine VanDomelen 

A DAY IN THE KITCHEN AT FAITH CAFÉ 

Written by Eileen Norris 
 

It is 2:00 PM on Sunday afternoon, and we find the meal prep 

volunteers scurrying in the kitchen at the Congregation  Church.  

It is St. Cecilia's day to prepare the meal for Faith Cafe.   

Today, our menu is Shepherd's Pie,  a medley of steamed  

vegetables and  a tossed green salad.   

First, everything needs to be sanitized, wiping all counters etc. 

with a bleach solution.  This team has been working together for 

several years so everyone just starts on a task—it seems  

automatic.  This is a petty labor intensive menu, lots of  

chopping and pre-cooking.  Our meal needs to be ready by  

5:00 PM. We are never sure how many guests will arrive, but 

we plan to serve 120 people.  At 4:00 PM, the last pan goes in 

the oven.  Then, it is time to clean up our area and arrange for 

the serving.  There are always a lot of bowls and pans to wash.  

At about 4:45 PM, we circle with the servers and other  

volunteers in the dining room for instructions and prayer.   

Traditionally, the cooks lead the prayer.  Then there is a big rush 

to plate the food and present it to the servers.  It is all over at 

about 6:00 PM, and we hand the kitchen over to the dishwashers 

and clean-up crew.   

What a rewarding day thanks to all of the volunteers who  

make it happen. 

Holly Tree Village Residents:  Berniece Padilla,  

Alice Fuentese, Merna Luna, Maria Loock , Anita Goetzsch 
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F-A-M-I-L-Y, Yeah!   

A reflection on the First Annual  

CFC Kids Family Conference  
     How is it possible to feel so  

exhausted and yet so refreshed? I fell into 

bed asking myself this question after our 

family served and attended the first-ever 

CFC Kids Family Conference at Thousand 

Pines Christian Camp and Conference Center 

in Crestline, CA, July 22-24. I thought 

about it: in about 48 hours, around 65  

families had unpacked, sweated, shared, 

laughed, played, prayed, chanted, clapped,  

celebrated, honored, worshiped, rejoiced, listened, learned, praised, danced, dreamed, given 

thanks, packed and slept maybe 40 winks. After all that, why did I feel like hopping out of 

bed, grabbing my husband and kids, and doing that silly disco dance routine they taught us in 

the opening salvo? My answer came in a flash of inspiration, making me smile — with God, all 

things are possible — even disco dancing, which for me is a miracle. From the planning of 

this wonderful retreat all the way through to the final spirit-rousing chant on the last day, 

I saw how God shows forth his glory when we all come together, each bringing our own gifts, 

to praise and worship him. 

     We got involved with helping the service team for CFC Kids Family Conference after we 

had agreed to coordinate CFC Kids ministry in our unit. In the month before the event, there 

were several gatherings to prepare and practice: the ROCK team came and trained the youth who 

would be serving, the planning team set up computers and printers and worked on registration 

and finalizing details, speakers gave inspiring talks, everybody brought food enough to feed 

an army. More than anything, I was impressed with everyone’s tireless energy and zeal—

especially the youth service team, and the adults who drove great distances to get them to 

the gatherings. 

     When the first day of the conference finally arrived, the service team set to work in 

triple digit heat — members from each area doing their assigned part. It all went together so 

well. As I worked on my own assigned task, pushing my cart of supplies for Mass and items for 

the prayer table in the little chapel, I saw families working together, setting up the photo 

and prayer board, assembling the “I Love My Family” sign, setting up registration. Youths did 

the heavy lifting and carrying, setting up the stage area with astonishing speed. Throughout 

the entire weekend, I truly felt the Holy Spirit at work, blessing and multiplying our  

individual offerings and making one great big, beautiful love offering to God. 

     As participants also, we experienced four  

wonderfully inspiring sessions, each directed at the 

children with simple language and engaging activities, 

not to mention a rotation of faith-enriching games and 

crafts and an afternoon of archery, swimming, zip-lining 

and rock wall climbing. While the kids were enjoying 

their outdoor activities, parents heard three talks 

aimed at parenting concerns. I loved the opportunity to 

spend time getting to know new friends from other areas 

and watching our 

kids play and pray  

together. If more 

families had the opportunity to get away for a few days, 

gather together with other families, rejoice together, 

pray together and give thanks together, think of the  

impact it could make in this upside down world. If  

anything, I came away with a desire to spread the word to 

all the families in my household, unit and chapter: CFC 

Kids Family Conference is a worthwhile investment in time 

and money. Instead of thinking about all the reasons why 

you can’t go next year, hear the words of the final chant 

on the last day: Together with Jesus, together we can! 

     See you all next year! 

      A sharing by David and Terri Denton, CFC Kids Couple Coordinators, South Riverside, CA 
 

Our 2017 CFC KIDS Northwest FAMILY CONFERENCE is scheduled at the Ghormley Christian Camp  

in Nachees, WA on August 25-27, 2017.  For more information, please email  

Manny Manahan at m4manny@rocketmail.com. 

2016 CFC KIDS FAMILY CONFERENCE Video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=quWA123AJxA 

mailto:m4manny@rocketmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=quWA123AJxA
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  Couples for Christ FAMILY ENRICHMENT RETREAT (written by Manny Manahan) 
 

Couples for Christ Oregon concluded its Family Enrichment Retreat at the St. Francis 

Parish on November 5, and we emphatically claim victory for it's huge success!!!!  It 

was totally awesome to witness families listening attentively to our dynamic speakers 

and engaged in the different group discussions and activities.  Indeed, it was a joy to 

see smiles on the participants' faces, knowing that the messages delivered touched many 

individuals and families.  The saints are dancing, the angels are blaring their horns, 

God must be smiling — He displayed that through the beautiful rainbow that morning. 
 

Many messages may seem quite simple — that we tend to just ignore them or consider them 

among matters of less importance — yet when delivered well they become so impactful and 

meaningful.  Among the things that I brought home from the retreat were....RULES -  

RELATIONSHIP - RAPPORT = REBELLION; RULES + RELATIONSHIP + RAPPORT = RESPECT.  So  

simple, yet meaningful. Oh yes, I remember about Luke, Mark, John and Matthew, and the 

tendency for us to readily look for mistakes instead of affirming and being  

positive.  So simple, yet powerful.  
 

How I wish the event was longer, maybe a day and a half, so we had more time for family 

discussions and group dynamics.  How I wish many among us, regardless of being a father 

or mother, are taking it to heart to accept the "Courageous" video clip challenge.  

Remember,...  "Where are you men (and women) of God?" How I wish I had more time to 

write affirmation letters to my family and friends during the event.  But, it's ok; I 

made a commitment to make time for my family and  to love and affirm them.  LOVE = TIME. 
 

And, of course, the healing session.  I keep my emotions in check...always.  Or, at 

least, usually.  I shared that I had difficulties holding back tears, that I had to keep 

my eyes closed hoping to prevent tears from welling in my eyes.  I was just so overcome 

with emotions, but then again, it was ok to let go. 
 

My wife, Ana, and I were part of the service team.  Still, I am glad that we chose to 

include our family on the list of participants.  It was a truly beautiful event, well 

worth all the numerous planning meetings, stresses, challenges, disappointments,  

sleepless nights, etc.  I guess, I should be thankful for those because they make  

victory even sweeter.  And I thank our Lord for being with us from start to finish, for 

allowing us have fun while putting this event together, for providing us with very  

supportive leaders and members, for our amazing service team (registration, food, music 

ministry, announcements, clean-up, audio/video crew, shuttle service from and to  

airport, video teaser production, etc.), and, of course, the families who believed in 

the beauty of this Family retreat.  We are truly blessed. 
 

Days before our Family retreat, I shared to the community my excitement about the event 

and quoted Day 30 of the Thanksgiving 30-Days Guideline Prayer that says "I thank God 

for how the story ends."  There is a Day 31 that I am taking the liberty of adding to 

the list, albeit there are only 30 days in this Thanksgiving month .... "I thank God for 

how a beautiful story continues." 
 

May God Be Praised!!!! 
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The following have been participating in RCIA classes and were warmly welcomed by our church community 

at the 9 am Mass on Sunday, December 4th.   
 

Catechumens preparing for Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist: 

Dakota Pierre 

Maribel Munoz 

Cassie Boyd 

James Ruiz 
 

Candidates who wish to complete their Christian initiation by receiving First Communion and Confirmation: 

Alexander Nguyen 

Briseida Santiago 

Chelsea Cumea 

Gabino Cruz 

Janssen Reyes 

Jennifer Ochaba 

Joe Painter 

Karen Dollaga 

Kim Kenyon 

Luis Basaldua 

Sally Morlock 

Richard Alfono-Reyes 

Sam Vorana 

Steve Martinez 

Allison Wade 
 

And the following who are attending classes to Rediscover their Catholic faith: 

Jan Duffens 

Marc McDermott 

Noela Nalujjuna 

Martha Warming 

Mike Warming 

Terry Carr-Wilson 
 

Please keep them in your prayers as they continue their faith journey.   
 

Also, for our wonderful RCIA team for keeping us going with spirit filled classes:   

Fr. Cary, Fr. Anthony, Paula Baldwin, Damien Chiongbian, Colleen Seed, Virginia Meridith, Jennelle Phillips, 

Molly & Jim Woolf, Owen Morris, Mike & Peggy Flanigan.  Thank you! 
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El GRUPO de OBRAS DE MISERICORDIA de Santa  

Cecilia aprovechó la occasion de Julbileo para estar muy 

activos en la comunidad.  Tienen sus asambleas de 

oración cada Viernes en la capilla del Santísimo 

 (7 a 9 PM), visitan diferentes hogares, oran por los 

enfermos y personas necesitadas, y ayudan a  

organizar Misas de sanación. 

“Good News” from our Spanish Ministries (Page 1 of 3) 

El Grupo de Oración ha tomado la iniciativa (comenzada 

hace unos años atrás) de ofrecer CRECIMIENTOS para las 

personas interesadas de nuestra comunidad.   Muchos  

individuos han podido crecer en cercanía al Señor, y en su 

conocimiento de las bases y fundamentos de nuestra fe  

católica.  Aquí se ve un grupo que se graduó recientemente  

de este programa. 

El programa de formación para los padres de niños y 

jóvenes que se están preparando para PRIMERA  

COMUNIÓN incluye algo nuevo: un RETIRO PARA 

MADRES y otro PARA PADRES DE FAMILIA.  Se 

llevan a cabo un día sábado en octubre o noviembre han 

sido EXTREMADAMENTE POPULARES y han dado 

mucho fruto en la vida de los participantes.  Este año 

tuvimos como presentadores a la HERMANA  

GABRIELA MENDOZA (de la parroquia del Sagrado 

Corazón de Medford) para el retiro de mujeres, y al  

DIACONO JOSÉ GUTIERREZ de nuestra arquidiocesis 

para el de hombres.  
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“Good News” from our Spanish Ministries (Page 2 of 3) 

Santa Cecilia está enriquecida con talento musical de varios 

diferentes tipos y expresiones, y los que venimos a celebrar la 

Eucaristía los fines de semana podemos saborear la variedad 

y belleza de sus dones.  Mientras que unos han prestado sus 

servicios para servirnos turnándose  en las misas de los  

sábados (7PM), el grupo de EMANUEL y el de SANTA  

CECILIA (en la foto) se turnan normalmente los días  

domingo (2:30PM). 

Generalmente una vez por semana, un grupo de personas de 

Santa Cecilia viajan a los sectores de la ciudad donde se 

 congragan los “homeless” – (se traduce literalmente “los sin 

casa”) - para compartir el amor de Cristo a través de cobi-

jas, ropa, zapatos, y comida.  Es una obra de evangelización 

y misericordia muy hermosa, y  es extremadamente en-

riquecedor espiritualmente para ellos.  Se entusiasman con 

poder aliviar un poco la tristeza y el dolor de estos her-

manos necesitados nuestros. 

En septiembre, tuvimos la bonita experiencia en Santa  

Cecilia de acompañar y celebrar con CUATRO PAREJAS 

su MATRIMONIO EN LA IGLESIA, todos el mismo dia.  

Después de una serie de clases de formación como manera 

de preparar para este paso importante en sus vidas, se  

organizaron para tener una BODA COMUNITARIA.  Fué 

una Misa muy conmovedora, oficiada por nuestro párroco, 

el Padre Cary, y al final de ella se invitó a todos a continuar 

el festejo en el CENTRO PARROQUIAL con pastel y  

bebidas.   

Un número muy significativo de nuestra comunidad  

parroquial se apuntaron y se estuvieron preparando en un 

retiro de 33 días para CONSAGRACIÓN A LA VIRGEN 

MARÍA.  En un proceso coordinado y dirigido por este  

mismo EQUIPO GUADALUPANO, los participantes 

aprenden lo que trae consigo esta consagración y su historia 

en personajes importantes de nuestro pasado católico.  Es un 

retiro muy inspirador que nos puede llevar a un encuentro 

más profundo con el Señor a través de nuestra Santísima  

Madre, la Virgen María. 

PREPARACION MATRIMONIAL 
Las clases para parejas que desean recibir el Sacramento del  

matrimonio comenzaran el 9 de Enero. Haga cita con el P. Cary 

para iniciar el proceso y registrarse.  
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“Good News” from our Spanish Ministries (Page 3 of 3) 

El grupo de La Legión de María de Santa Cecilia se dedica a visitar los hogares de familias interesadas para hacer oración 

con ellos, y enseñarles en muchos casos a rezar EL ROSARIO.  Centrados en su amor por la Santísima Virgen, los miembros 

ayudan también en muchas otras actividades y ministerios de la parroquia. 

Un equipo coordinado por MAGDALENA SANTIAGO ha estado organizando a través del año entero las actividades en 

conección con la FIESTA DE LA VIRGEN DE GUADALUPE el 12 de diciembre.  Incluye no solamente las ceremonias de 

ese fin de semana, sino que también todo lo que trae consigo el NOVENARIO.  Es una fiesta hermosísima, muy enraizada en 

nuestra tradición católica (especialmente, aunque no exclusivamente, para los que tienen sus raices de fe en Mexico).   

Celebra el amor extraordinario de Dios manifestado a través de la SANTÍSIMA MADRE, y al mismo tiempo, nos ofrece una 

buena oportunidad como parroquia para evangelizar a muchos de nuestros hemanos. 
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Knights of Columbus 
 

May the blessing and peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ be upon you.  Words to live by, words to live for.  In other 

words, may JOY be yours.  For those who do not know what joy stands for, let me explain.  The word joy is an 

acronym for Jesus, Others, Yourself.  At its core, joy is the driving force behind the Knights of Columbus which 

is an organization based on fraternity, family and service to others.   You may have seen us in our red shirts at 

various parish events serving God, you, our parish family and having fun while doing so.  In the past year, here 

are a few of the ways we have experienced joy in our lives. 
 

JESUS:   We str ive to put Jesus fir st through our  actions as altar  servers, 

Eucharistic ministers, lectors, ushers, and assisting at the Stations of the Cross and 

Benediction during the Fridays of Lent.  The Knights of Columbus purchased a 

canopy as befits the dignity of Our Blessed Lord as the people of the parish and 

surrounding parishes followed Jesus through the streets of Beaverton during our 

Corpus Christi Procession.   The church was packed, and it was an absolutely joy 

filled event for the roughly seven hundred people in attendance.  At the Grotto, 

members of our council worked on the building of a shrine to the Virgin de  

Guadalupe located on the upper level grounds, a fitting place for the Mother of 

Jesus.  After all, Knights are definitely momma’s boys. Approximately five years 

ago, the Knights started a program called Faith Uncorked—a Bible study for men 

to come together and study the word of God.  The program started small, yet grew 

and soon the ladies of the parish were calling for their own Bible study group.  

That little mustard seed is now two vibrant Bible study groups being fed by the 

Word of God.  Many thanks go to our parish priests for their inspired leadership and teaching.  Amen and Halleluiah!!!    In addition, 

our Brother Knights in tuxedos and feathered hats do numerous honor guards for funerals and dignitaries such as visits from  

Archbishop Sample.   However, their greatest honor guard is reserved for Holy Week and the altar of repose of Our Blessed Lord on 

Holy Thursday. 
 

Others:   The Knights look to serve others through food and fun.  The Knight’s Café is a 

monthly breakfast serving fresh food at affordable prices.  On occasion, we have served a cold  

pancake, but we always have warm smiles and love in our hearts.  We teamed up with the Men’s 

group to work the Crab Feed and the St. Cecilia Feast Day Celebration serving hot dogs, hamburger 

and pork sliders, and kettle corn.  The back to school picnic was an excellent time for the Knights to 

shave some ice for snow cones, and we had the kids helping out in no time.  In August, our council 

joined with Knights from around the area to help the Sister’s at Our Lady of Peace Retreat House 

with their annual barbecue.  A lot of work was done, yet the joy was ever present.  We have  

identified a seminarian from our Diocese and parish to award with a RSVP grant.   RSVP is a  

monetary donation from the Knights to help with incidental expenses while in the seminary.   

Twice a year, we volunteer to answer 

phones for the fundraising 

drive at Mater Dei, our local 

Catholic Radio Station.   

Recently, we could be seen 

offering Christmas trees for 

purchase.  The Christmas tree 

sale is our largest fundraiser, 

and the green of the trees  

reminds us of the hope of the 

coming of Christ.  We just 

concluded our annual essay contest with eighth graders writing essays on 

the topic of “The Importance of Religious Freedom.”  The winner of the 

essay contest is Sydney Averill who won $100.00 for her entry (fellow 

classmates, Roxana Abtin and Liam Chandlee, were the 2nd and 3rd place essay winners).  In addition, Brother Knights serve others 

in numerous ways such as scout troop leaders, at St. Vincent de Paul Society, on the Parish council and Parish staff, vocations  

committee, communion visitors and outreach to incarcerated men.   
 

Yourself:   We str ive to give a lot, yet we are the ones receiving the most.  Fr iendship, camarader ie, and shared values  

working towards a common goal, the good of others.  Science tells us that when a person gives they have a chemical reaction in their 

bodies akin to a runners endorphin rush.  It feels good to give and makes the desire to serve attractive.  Some Knights do a lot, others 

one or two events a year.  Each has a significant contribution to make, and all effort is appreciated and valued.   Often people say we 

do a lot of things, and that they don’t have the time to join the Knights as they are too busy.   We would reply, do as much or as little 

as you like.  The real question one should be asking themselves is “How much joy do I want to experience?” 
 

God love you! 
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St. Cecilia School ~ “Making a LEAP and an IMPACT” 

Sydney Averill   

           10/28/16 

           8th Grade Religion 

                Religious Freedom Essay   
 

      I can honestly say before writing this essay, I had never given much thought to the impact of  

religious freedom on me.  I have it.  It’s never been threatened. I know a little about other countries that 

don’t have it, but I’m never moving there, and there’s not much I can do to change their governments.  

However, religious freedom is important to me because it has the potential to profoundly impact my  

personal well being, as well as the future of the United States. 

      The Catholic Church has played a monumental role in defending the right to religious freedom. The 

Catholic Church continues to educate on issues such as defending the unborn, protecting the elderly, managing immigration, and 

balancing science and genetics. There is much at stake when it comes to losing religious freedom. The church believes that religious 

freedom is necessary in order for man to fulfill their duty to worship God.  In 1965, Pope Paul VI stated in his Declaration on  

Religious Freedom, “This Vatican Council declares that the human person has a right to religious freedom. This freedom means that 

all men are to be immune from coercion on the part of individuals or of social groups and of any human power . . .” 

      Religious freedom allows me to incorporate my spiritual beliefs into my everyday life, and this plays an important role in my 

comfort, health and happiness. St. Cecilia, the school I attend, defines school wide learning expectations (SLE’s).  I can’t think of a 

better way to describe my purpose in life than to restate one of the SLE’s - “St. Cecilia students live the teachings of Jesus as active 

Catholics who celebrate liturgy and sacraments, pray with meaning and reverence, serve the needs of others, and embody their faith 

through words and actions.”  Religious freedom allows me to live out this SLE. Religious freedom isn’t just an abstract idea.  There 

is comfort in  freedom to practice my faith.  This involves being able to go church without fear of violence from someone who  

 believes differently than me and going to a parochial school that is generally accepted in the community as good and isn’t the target 

of hostility.  Also, freedom to do the sign of the cross and say a blessing before a meal at a restaurant without persecution is a very 

outward sign of how I exercise this liberty.  Those are some of the reasons why religious freedom is important for my personal well 

being.  

      The future of the US depends on religious freedom. I desire to live in a country that not only has religious freedom, but also  

values it.  I want to be able to raise my family in a non hostile, Catholic community.  Oregon State lawmakers and voters have  

recently put into place laws and actions that aren’t consistent with my beliefs.  Although these laws may not directly impact me, 

they are significantly impacting my environment.  I can’t imagine what will be allowed 20 years from now.  The Pledge of  

Allegiance, that we recite daily at school, declares that we are, “…one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 

Our national currency has “In God We Trust” printed on it.  Yet, our national politicians don’t govern our country with those  

principles in mind. The government is the only body that has the power to take away our religious freedoms. If government starts to 

restrict or regulate my religious freedom, I could lose not only religious freedoms but other liberties that make America what it is. 

      Religious freedom is essential to my personal well being because it allows me to live my life in accordance with the will of God. 

I can’t imagine living any other way.  The future is dependent on Christians being able to speak truth into our communities and  

policy makers.  Pope Francis, in the Evangelii Gaudium(183), summed it up perfectly. “If religious liberty is not respected, all 

people suffer and are deprived of the essential contribution to the common good, be it in education, health care, feeding the hungry, 

civil rights, and social services that the Church and other people of faith make every day, both here at home and overseas.” 

LEAP (Learning Enrichment in the Arts Program) provides funding for a wide variety of enrichment experiences for St. Cecilia 

School students, including on-site performing arts assemblies, guest speakers, artists-in-residence and student workshops.  This 

year's LEAP events include the following: 

 November 29th, actors from the Oregon Shakespeare Festival School Visit Program performed and conducted workshops with       

                  our students in Gr. 6-8. 

 All of our students in PK-8 will have the privilege of participating in a BodyVox residency program entitled Making Science          

                  Dance.  Students in each department (Preschool; Gr. K-2; Gr. 3-5; Gr. 6-8) will be assigned a specific week during the months       

                 of January and March to work each day with Nicole McCall, the BodyVox teaching artist, Director of Dance Your Heart Out            

                  dance studio--and a St. Cecilia parent! 

 On April 19th, the Traveling Lantern Theatre Company will come to our campus to perform The Industrious Mr. Franklin--                   

                   Lightning, Wit & Statesmanship! for all of our students in PK-8. 
 

IMPACT (Integrating Many Parents, Parishioners and Children Together) is a newly established parish-school outreach ministry.  

Last spring, parishioners and school parents were invited to offer their services as tutors, specialized skills instructors or guest  

speakers here at school.  I am happy to share that we received some wonderful responses—thank you Sue Buttler, Johann Kuball, 

Joanne Lesage, Sally Loprinzi, Greg Mueller, Jeff Petersen, Allen Reel, Pat Taylor, Andy Van Pelt, and Dorothy Zaccaro for your 

interest in participating in this program!  Teachers have been in contact with several IMPACT volunteers (some of which have  

already begun their partnerships at various grade levels)  to discuss, plan for and schedule their participation in the classrooms 

throughout this school year.   
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15th Annual Men’s Club Crab Feed  
Saturday, January 14 

 at 6pm in the Activity Center  
  

Fresh Oregon Crab, salad,  
coleslaw, roasted potatoes,  

                   clam chowder and bread;         
                       ALL YOU CAN EAT!! 

                     Beer and wine will be served 
                       (Roasted Chicken substitute available) 

 

Tickets are available in the parish office during the week.  
Please purchase tickets by Thursday, January 12. 

 

Only a limited number of tickets will be  
sold at the door; don’t miss out on this great meal and  

gathering of fellow parishioners and friends. 
 

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus who graciously  
help and support this event! 

On Sunday, December 11th, members of the St. Cecilia Men’s Club 
and their wives hosted a Christmas social for the Senior Priests residing 

at St. John Vianney as well as a few other area senior priests. Members of 

the St. John Vianney Committee, convened to improve life for the  

residents and Archdiocesan senior priests, were also invited. In all,  

there were more than 35 in attendance. 
 

The menu consisted of heavy hors d’oeuvres, desserts and beverages  

prepared and hosted by the Men’s Club. 
 

“We were blessed to be able to serve these dedicated men of God who for 

so many years served our communities. Through their priesthood, they 

brought the light of Christ into our lives, and we wanted to bring some 

Christmas love and cheer into theirs,” said Bill Johnson and Tom Eyer, 

Men’s Club members. 
 

Fr. Pat McNamee, St. Cecilia’s former priest, was delighted to attend. 

“This evening’s Christmas party was absolutely marvelous, with lots of food and lots of friendship,” said Fr. Pat. “Thanks to  

St. Cecilia and the Men’s Club.” 
 

John Meek added, “While this is the first year that we’ve brought Christmas to our Senior Priests at the St. John Vianney residence, 

we hope to make this an annual event.”    
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Social Concerns Ministry 
 

New school supplies are the life line of students to begin the school year on a positive note. Backpacks full of supplies from the 

School Supply Drive in August provided those in need in the surrounding  community with the tools needed for a successful year in 

the classroom. St. Cecilia’s generous outreach touched the lives of students from Good Neighbor Center, St. Mary’s Boys Home, 

Rose Haven and local families. 

 

Plans for The Giving Garland begin in October with contacting the families 

and agencies that receive the gifts. Then comes the task of writing the requests on 

numerous colored tags. Advent began with The Giving Garland of 1,300  tags 

adorning the walls of the church. Two weeks later the parishioners delivered the 

beautifully wrapped gifts to the Parish Center. Then the huge task of sorting,  

tagging, shopping and delivering the gifts awaits the numerous volunteers.( Yes, we 

deliver a gift to every request tag, so we do have to shop.) Delivering  200 boxes of 

food with gifts was a challenge this year for St. Vincent de Paul due to the snow and 

icy conditions. The generosity of St. Cecilia parishioners  will make a  

MERRY CHRISTMAS to hundreds of families!  

Merry Christmas and God Bless all of you.  

Respect Life ~ The Beginning of the End of Abortion  
 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE , Sept. 28  - Nov. 6,  at Lovejoy Surgicenter on NW 25th 
Avenue in Portland, Oregon was chosen as the site because over 55% of 

abortions, including late-term abortions are committed there. 
Prayer & Fasting Community Outreach Peaceful Vigil  

PROVEN RESULTS: Since 2007: 11, 796 Babies Lives Saved!  
Next Campaign in March, 2017!!!   

Join us in peaceful vigil OR pray at home for conversion of hearts. 

Planned Parenthood – Continued vigil Friday mornings, 7:30-10am ~ call Mary Rigert (503-888-8179). 
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Thousands of Lives Touched by St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) Society in 2016 

 
The snow and ice that brought the Portland area to a halt did not deter the warm generosity of St. Cecilia parishioners this Christmas 

season.  Nearly 100 drivers showed up the frosty morning of Saturday, December 17 to deliver 202 food boxes and presents to  

struggling families.   
 

This was the first year St. Vincent de Paul decided to deliver every Christmas 

package rather than having half the families pick them up—the effort was a huge 

success.   Dozens of additional volunteers made this monumental project a reality.  

Beginning in October, volunteers began taking food and present orders from  

families and making gift tags. Some volunteers made Christmas cards, candy bags 

and coffee packs.  A small army descended upon the parish center to sort and bag 

the presents. Others organized the maps and route instructions for drivers.  Still 

more volunteers bought and boxed the individually customized Christmas  

dinners.  It was a magnificent machine with many moving parts.    
 

But the work at SVDP goes on year round. Nearly 200 families came to our small 

pantry behind the Parish Center each month and drove away with an average of 

80 pounds of packaged and fresh food. 
 

We have several sources for 

food.  Our parishioners made 

a generous contribution this 

year – more than 6,000 

pounds through the white 

food barrels in church. Girl 

Scouts and Boy Scouts  

recently brought in 8,000 pounds.  Every week, our yellow truck picks up 2,000 

pounds from the Oregon Food Bank and picks up thousands of pounds of food 

every week from the Beaverton Trader Joes, including fresh meat and produce.  
 

We also send children home with food.  Last year, we started a “Backpack Program.”  Backpacks filled with nutritious food are  

delivered to Vose and Raleigh Hills Elementary Schools for children eligible for the free lunch program to take home on weekends. 
 

For the homeless and transients, the Society prepares “Cop Bags” -- emergency food bags that recipients can pick up at the Parish 

Office or the Beaverton Police Station.  
 

Funds provided by the generosity of parishioners and grants enables SVDP to assist with rent and utilities to those in need. The  

elderly on fixed income, the unemployed and single parents with children are most vulnerable.  During 2016, the Society gave  

assistance to 368 households/families, which enabled them to avoid eviction or having their utilities shut off; nearly 350 children 

were saved from losing their homes.  The Society receives 20 calls a week for assistance, and many are turned away for lack of 

funds.   
 

St. Vincent de Paul thanks all of you who help to make this ministry work.    
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St. Cecilia’s Seminarian/Senior Priest Mass & Appreciation Dinner 

Saturday, September 24, 2016 St. Cecilia Catholic Church, Beaverton, Oregon 

Written by Mary Rigert 

   The St. Cecilia’s Vocations Committee and 

Men’s Club hosted their annual Portland  

Seminarians pastoral Mass and appreciation 

dinner for the seminarians and senior priests of 

the Archdiocese of Portland on September 24.  

As part of creating a parish vocation culture, 

families of altar servers along with the Sisters of 

St. Mary of Oregon were invited to sit with, 

enjoy and dine with these men who have answered God’s call to the priesthood. 

     The evening began with our seminarians greeting parishioners before (and after) the 5 pm Vigil Mass.  The Mass was celebrated 

with Bishop Steiner presiding along with Monsignor Betschart, Father Eirvin, Father Cary, Father Anthony and Fr. Galluzzo along 

with the seminarians assisting in all aspects of the Mass as greeters, ushers, deacons and servers.  It was a beautiful, praiseworthy 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass with parishioners. 

     This annual event brings together parishioners, current diocesan seminarians and senior Archdiocesan Priests to celebrate,  

support and honor God’s Call to Service, those who have served and those who most recently have answered the Call to minister to 

God’s people.  The Seminarians met and greeted the very parishioners for whom they could someday be associate priest or pastor. 

     The dinner presented an opportunity for us to recognize the senior Archdiocesan priests for their service and to provide a pastoral 

opportunity for the diocesan seminarians to become acquainted with these men in whose footsteps they hope to follow.  

     Michael Weber and William Weber, young parishioners, chatted with seminarians over tender prime rib sponsored by the Men’s 

Club.  Michael was impressed by the seminarian seated with them, saying the seminarian “opened his heart to the priesthood and to 

signs from God.”  His brother, William, noted how they were “willing to sacrifice for the church and for God!”  William went on, 

“It was so interesting how each one has a different story and how time in prayer, slowly, surely, led them to enter the seminary.” 

     St. Pius, St. Elizabeth, St. Anthony and Holy Trinity Vocations Committee members also attended to further encourage vocations 

at their own parishes. 

     St. Cecilia Vocations Committee and Men’s Club thank all volunteers and guests who attended the inspiring evening. 
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St. Cecilia Parish Feast Day ~ November 20, 2016 (Page 1 of 2) 

 

Great food, entertainment & community building!!! 

Thank you to the many, many individuals who made this a great event!! 
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St. Cecilia Parish Feast Day ~ November 20, 2016 (Page 2 of 2) 


